Yellow Iris

Flower: Blooms April-July. Pale to bright yellow, up to 4 inches across. Three short petals in the
center. The three outer, petal-like lobes of the blossom are sepals patterned with light brown
to purple veins or flecks. Leaves: Sword-like, flat, erect, and linear with a sharply raised midrib.
Fruit & Seeds: Capsules up to 4 inches long, angular, glossy green to brown as it ripens.
Contains dozens of pale brown seeds arranged in 3 rows. Seeds have a hard outer casing and
can float.

It’s important that your report describes where you found this plant so we’re able to get GPS
coordinates.

Manual/Mechanical Techniques for Removing

Small stands of yellow flag iris can be controlled through hand removal. Gloves should be
used when handling this plant, as the sap can cause skin irritation in some people.

You should dig up the plant, taking care to remove as many rhizomes as possible. Plant
parts should be disposed of responsibly, such as in the garbage, since rhizomes can
resprout if left on the ground. The area should be monitored for regrowth from missed
rhizomes. Some control may be obtained for plants in standing water by cutting all leaves
and stems below the waterline. Covering plants with a heavily weighted tarp for several
years can control small patches. Tarps should extend well beyond the edges of the patch.
Removal of the seed pods will prevent seed dispersal but will not harm the plants (or
prevent spread of the rhizomes).




