Water Safety Resources A

As a means for everyone to better enjoy their time spent on our lakes, SGLA has : YW
compiled this overview of the laws and ordinances that govern many forms of water A,_\/ S

. - o Shishebogama — Cunlook
sports and recreational activities on our lakes. Our two lakes lie within the border of
two counties (Vilas and Oneida) and two towns (Lac du Flambeau and Minocqua).
In addition, all of Gunlock and portions of Shishebogama are within the tribal reservation boundary.
Thus, there are layers of oversight, and this document is not meant to be all inclusive, but rather a quick
reference for our members. SGLA has no policing authority; see the bottom of page 2 for pertinent phone
numbers. We promote being good neighbors and wish you a safe and enjoyable summer!

Wisconsin Waterways Laws - To access a current copy of the laws, visit the following sites:

Boating: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Boat
Fishing: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Fishing

Minocqua Township Ordinances:

https://library.municode.com/wi/minocqua, oneida co/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=COOR CH35LAWASN
Section 35-61 Slow no wake area (Scotty Island to south shore): “Slow-No-Wake” means that speed at
which a boat moves as slowly as possible while still maintaining steerage control.

Section 35-275: Restricted hours for water skiing are from 8 PM (sunset) to 9 AM

Lac du Flambeau Township Ordinances: https://www.tn.lacduflambeau.wi.gov/townordiance
93.1B Boating, Section VIIl: No Person shall water ski or operate any motorboat towing a person engaged in
water skiing or similar activity after the hours of 8 pm or sunset, whichever comes first, and before 10 am.

Tribal Ordinances — Wake Boat Operation Ban
On April 2, 2024, the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians enacted a ban on the
operation of wake boats within the exterior boundaries of the Reservation. The Tribe defines wake boats as
“a motorboat that has one or more ballast bags or other devices or design features used to increase the size of
the motorboat’s wake.” All of Gunlock and the portion of Shishebogama in Vilas County are within the tribal
boundaries. For non-tribal waters, the Water Sports Industry Association recommends this for wake boat
operation:

A. Stay at least 200" away from the shoreline, docks or other structures.

B. Keep music at reasonable levels.

C. Minimize repetitive passes on any one portion of shoreline.

D. REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN WAKE.

Boater Safety Course
Laws pertaining to who is required to have boater operation certification and the course instruction and exam
are available online. Go to: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/Education/OutdoorSkills/safetyEducation

Map of our Lakes
We are providing a map with this summary document that shows 100’ and 200’ shoreline setbacks, along with
no-wake areas and hazard locations (some marked with hazard buoys). See more info on page 2




Quick Summary of Applicable Laws

It is unlawful to:

1.

Operate a motorboat at greater than “slow-no-wake speed” within 100’ of shoreline, any dock,
raft, pier, or restricted area.

Operate a personal watercraft (PWC) at greater than “slow-no-wake speed” within 200’ of
shoreline or within 100’ of any other boat.

Operate a vessel in a manner that creates hazardous wave or wake conditions while approaching or
passing another vessel.

Operate a vessel in any way that is careless, negligent, or reckless as to endanger life or property.
Operate a vessel repeatedly in a circuitous manner within 200 feet of another vessel or person in
the water.

Water Skiers and other towables: In addition to the skiing times posted by our Townships, the following

applies:

1.

A spotter or a mirror with a wide field of vision to the rear is required for all vessels towing skiers or
similar devices.

Vessels may not come within 100’ of any occupied anchored boat, any PWC or any marked
swimming area or public boat landing.

Persons being towed behind a vessel may not come within 100’ of a PWC.

Swimming in a navigable channel is prohibited, but one would be wise to pay attention to people in
the water at these tenuous areas of our lakes.

Be aware of your watercraft passenger limits, and make sure everyone has a life jacket, and
understand who must wear them while on board.

Additional Info from the Water Sports Industry Association: https://www.wsia.net/waterway-access-tools

Incident Reporting

SGLA has no policing authority on our waterways. Should you wish to report any unlawful activity, contact
one of the following:

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources: 712 892 7490 (for Oneida & Vilas)
Oneida County Sherriff 715361 5100
Vilas County Sherriff 715 479 4441
Minocqua Township Police 715 356 3234
Lac du Flambeau Police 715588 7717
Lac du Flambeau Tribal Police 715588 4172
Town of Lac du Flambeau 715 588 3358
Town of Minocqua 715 356 5296

Shishebogama Gunlock Lakes Association

Website:
E-Mail:

www.shishgunlock.org
shishgunlock@gmail.com or sglacommcmte@gmail.com
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