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FROM THE PREZ - Another summer has come and 
gone as the colors start to peak in the Northwoods. We 
took a pontoon ride on Lake Shishebogama on 
Sunday, September 28 and it was spectacular—the 
weather was better than perfect, and the fall colors 
reflected on the water like a mirror. I don’t care what 
the tech industry says, AI can not beat out Mother 
Nature’s beauty! 
 

As the SGLA Board looks towards 2026, our lake 
association is facing some new challenges, most 
notably the finding of Curly Leaf Pond Weed (CLPW) 
in Rockwood Bay. Although this may not reach the 
level of Eurasian Milfoil, CLPW is an invasive and it 
can choke out native plants and make boating 
challenging in areas of the lake where it grows. 
Several of your Board members have spent significant 
time this year learning about CLPW and exploring 
options for its removal. Other than the weed itself, we 
have found government bureaucracy to be our biggest 
challenge. Personally, I believe everyone wants to do 
the right thing. This is new territory for many 
organizations, so the challenge is figuring out what the 
right thing to do is. This is true from the discovery 
phase through the mitigation phase. We are continuing 
our efforts to come up with a mitigation plan that will 
be acceptable to all agencies involved in the oversight 
of our two lakes. We will continue to share 
information on the CLPW situation as we receive it 
and work towards approving a plan. 
 

Other than the CLPW situation, the SGLA had a very 
productive year. We again monitored our Gunlock 
boat landing through the Clean Boats Clean Waters 
grant program and successfully met our in-kind 
volunteer hours. Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered to monitor the landing and a big thank you 
to Tom Meisenheimer for another year as our official 
landing monitor. Tom does an incredible job of 
educating boaters on AIS and is a great personality at 
the landing. 
 

 

Of course, our Social Committee did a great job this 
year and plans for 2026 have been set, so happy 250th 
birthday America, looks like some good fun on the 
lakes next summer. If you see a social committee 
member, please thank them, there is a lot of work that 
goes into these events to make them special. These are 
your neighbors volunteering to help make our 
Association and our lakes a great place to be. 
 

One major announcement is the building of a new 
SGLA website, we will keep you posted on progress 
and a launch date. More to come! Please enjoy your 
off season, enjoy the many upcoming holidays, we 
will keep you posted on lake happenings. 
 

Rich 
 

NEW SGLA WEBSITE 
IN THE WORKS 

 

The SGLA board is working to bring a new SGLA 
website to life! Our goal is to have a user-friendly site 
ready for you in early 2026 and possibly sooner. We 
will feature all timely and useful information in easy 
to navigate menus accessible from the home page, 
with the goal of having a website that is also easy to 
update by a team of board members. We will no 
longer have a “members only” section so you won’t 
need a password to get information from our website. 
The site will also feature beautiful photos of our lakes! 
In the meantime, the current website will stay active 
although limited in its updates. But—by the time 
everyone returns to the lake in 2026 we plan to have 
the new website firmly in place and ready for you! 
 

We would also like to thank Greg Meyers who 
administered our website since its inception. Greg and 
Gaye have left Shish and are planning on retiring in 
the south.  

 
 

The Sun Sets 

on Another Great  

Summer Season  

on our Lakes 



2025 SGLA BOARD DIRECTOR ELECTION RE-
SULTS AND 2025-2026 BOARD OFFICERS 

 
Per our bylaws, half of the SGLA’s Directors posi-
tions expire annually each June. As part of our June 
21, 2025 annual meeting, we held an election to 
choose candidates to fill those expiring seats. The 
election results are as follows: 
 

Board incumbents running for re-election included 
Rich Carani, Chris Denniston, Tim Fischer, Bob He-
bein and Jean Payne. Rich, Chris, Tim and Jean were 
re-elected and were appointed to a new two-year term 
expiring in 2027. Jody Strenz was elected as a new 
Board member. We extend our sincere appreciation to 
Bob Hebein for his time on the board, and welcome 
Jody to the board. 
 

The other Directors are Tom Francois, Scott Jensen, 
Paula Lundberg, John Paulson and Crystal Roecker. 
Their terms will expire in June 2026. Our entire board 
consists of volunteers, so if you see them around 
please thank them for all the work they do to support 
our mission of preserving and protecting our lakes for 
future generations. 
 

On July 3rd, the Board met to select its slate of offic-
ers for the 2025-2026 term. The following Officers 
were appointed to guide the Board until July 2026. 
The Officers are as follows: 
 

Rich Carani – President 
Jean Payne – Vice President 
Scott Jensen – Treasurer 
Chris Denniston – Secretary 
 

We congratulate our new team of officers and look 
forward to another productive year for the SGLA 
Board. 
 

Reflections from a New Board Member: 
Embracing Lake Life and Community 

 

Becoming a new board member of the SGLA has been 
both an honor and a rewarding experience. As some-
one who now lives full-time at the lake, I’ve come to 
appreciate not just the beauty of our surroundings, but 
the deep sense of community that makes this place 
truly special. 
 

Living here year-round means being immersed in lake 
life—watching the seasons change, enjoying quiet 
mornings on the water, and sharing in the rhythms that 
make this place feel like home. It’s more than just a 
location; it’s a lifestyle rooted in connection, steward-
ship, and neighborly care. 

Joining the board has given me a new perspective on 
how much goes on behind the scenes to keep our lakes 
thriving. From water quality initiatives to community 
events, I’ve seen firsthand the dedication of volunteers 
and the importance of collaboration. It’s inspiring to 
be part of a group that’s so committed to preserving 
and enhancing our shared space. 

 

One of the most fulfilling aspects has been helping 
neighbors—whether it’s answering questions, lending 
a hand, or simply being a friendly face. There’s a 
strong spirit of support here and being part of the 
board has deepened my appreciation for how we all 
contribute to the well-being of our lakes and each oth-
er. If you’ve ever considered getting more involved, I 
encourage you to take that step. Whether through vol-
unteering, attending meetings, or just reaching out, 
there are so many ways to make a difference. Being 
part of the SGLA board has connected me more deeply 
to this community, and I’m grateful for the opportunity 
to serve. 
 

Here’s to lake life, shared purpose, and the joy of be-
ing part of something bigger. 
 
Jody Strenz 



2025 SGLA MEMBERSHIP RECAP 
 

In spring 2025, SGLA offered our members an oppor-
tunity to renew their membership, pay annual dues 
and make donations using an on-line form and pay-
ment system called Zeffy. Zeffy is an platform that 
supports not-for-profit organizations like SGLA with 
secure and user-friendly methods to manage member-
ship payments and donations. 
 

Here’s some interesting 2025 membership statistics: 
 

· As of this newsletter publication, SGLA stands at 
302 memberships in 2025, down 1 from the years 
2024 and 2023. 
 

· 146 members (48%) paid their membership fee using 
Zeffy this year. 
 

· 190 members made an additional monetary donation 
to SGLA (63% of the membership). In 2024 we also 
had 190 additional donors. 
 

· Overall, the dollar level of donations was very simi-
lar to previous years, but 4% lower than in 2024. 
 

· Donations earmarked for fisheries and AIS were up 
slightly this year, while donations designated for so-
cial committee and board choice were slightly down. 
 

The reasons we encourage our members to renew/
donate on-line are: 
 

1. It is a secure, paperless method to renew your mem-
bership, update your member information, and donate-
to SGLA all at the same time. The Zeffy system gen-
erates an automatic email to you containing proof of 
your tax-deductible contribution. We plan to keep the 
Zeffy link on our website year-round for those new to 
our lakes to join, or if you want to send a donation 
outside of the normal dues renewal cycle 

 

2. Your payment is quickly transmitted directly to the 
SGLA bank account. Zeffy does not charge SGLA to 
use their system so that is a huge benefit for our small 
association. The ‘tip’ we encourage you to leave Zeffy 
when making your on-line payment helps to ensure 
there is no cost to SGLA to use the Zeffy system. It’s 
no different than all the other merchants today who 
add a small surcharge to cover credit card processing 
fees. 
 

3. The cost of SGLA’s letter-size PO Box is now up to 
$188 per year! Think about that—it takes almost eight 
memberships of $25 just to pay for the PO Box at the 
Minocqua post office, and the cost only continues to 
increase. 
 
 

4. In addition, a stamp costs 78 cents and envelopes 
are also more expensive, so it costs $1.00 or more just 
to mail your dues to SGLA. And unfortunately, for 
several of our members who paid by check in 2025, 
their checks were lost in the mail, or they were re-
turned to the sender even though the address on the 
envelope was correct. This has been a problem for 
several years now. According to the American Bank-
ers Association, check fraud is up more than 385% 
since the pandemic. Today, paying online, especially 
through a secure platform such as Zeffy, helps ensure 
your checks don’t get lost or worse, into the wrong 
hands. 
 

Summary: We appreciate our members’ financial 
support regardless of how you choose to pay (by US 
mail or Zeffy). Given that nearly half of our members 
used Zeffy in 2025, SGLA is going to continue to use 
Zeffy in 2026 and we encourage you to give it a try—
we are always here to walk you through the process if 
you have questions. Watch for an email from SGLA in 
March 2026 about renewing your membership in 
2026. Thank you everyone! 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
WHAT A GREAT YEAR! 

 

Looking back at the wonderful year, we enjoyed many 
beautiful days and warm summer nights on our lovely 
lakes this year. This was also the amazing backdrop 
for the SGLA Social Events. 
 

We began the year with the cold but always super fun 
Chill Out in February and transitioned to lovely eve-
nings enjoying Ladies of the Lakes. Thank you to our 
hostesses! 
 

So very memorable was our 4th of July boat parade 
and the “9th level” celebration of our very own Delma 
Erikson! She was also featured on Channel 12 news 
from Rhinelander in a story that is definitely worth 
watching here: Singing on the lake | News | wjfw.com 
 

The Picnic in the Park was perfect, with fantastic door 
prizes, amazing raffles, food and fun. It sure was a 
summer to remember, and we are so appreciative of 
our lake members and amazing volunteers that make 
all these events happen! 
 

Thank you all so much. We are the envy of many lake 
associations in the North Woods. The SGLA Social 
Committee is already planning our 2026 events and 
the Celebration of our Nations 250th Anniversary, stay 
check out the Events Calendar in this newsletter, and 
stay tuned for more information in the coming months. 
 

by Crystal Roecker, SGLA Social Committee Chair 
 

 



SLGA BOOK CLUB  
 2026 BOOK SELECTIONS & DATES 

 

The SGLA Book Club team is excited to share the list 
of next year’s books as we look forward to our 8th 
season of reading together! We welcome anyone to 
our meetups who likes to read and participate in 
thoughtful discussions. We always learn something 
new! 

The Book Club Committee picks books from a range 
of reading genres that offer interesting discussion 
topics. There’s also the goal of choosing books that 
appeal to all our readers and that sometime take us out 
of our comfort zones! A few of next year’s selections 
are nods to SGLA’s plan to celebrate the country’s 
250th birthday with stories that highlight our country’s 
rich history. Here’s next year’s line-up that was 
unveiled at our final event this year on September 
25th: 

May 28, 2026, None of This is True (Lisa Jewell) 
Genre: Thriller Mystery 

June 25, 2026, The Frozen River (Ariel Lawhon) 
Genre: Historical Fiction 

July 23, 2026, North Woods (Daniel Mason) Genre: 
Historical and Speculative Fiction 

August 27, 2026, James (Percival Everett) Genre: 
Historical Fiction 

September 24, 2026, All the Living and the Dead 
(Hayley Campbell) Genre: Non-Fiction 

As in past seasons we’ll work with the Minocqua 
Library to have these books on the Reserve shelf for 
our group next summer. We currently have leads and 
hostesses for all our meetups except for the August 
event. We look forward to seeing everyone next May! 

The Book Club Committee: Nancy Berndt, Chris 
Denniston & Trinka Waters 

Shishebogama & Gunlock Lakes Association 

P.O. Box 298                                       Minocqua, WI 54548 

www.shishgunlock.org              shishgunlock@gmail.com                            

https://www.facebook.com/ShishGunlockLakes 
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AIS REMOVAL 
 

Early August found the Shoreline Sweeps teams 
working the Purple Loosestrife infested shorelands of 
our lakes. Scott Jensen and Pat Hayes spent two 
mornings working the accessible areas of Gunlock in 
plant removal. 
 

A special shout out to landowners Todd Sauey and 
Marty Krebs on Gunlock Lake. When notified that we 
were going to stop by their properties, Todd not only 
consented to allow us access to his shorelands but was 
there waiting to assist in the efforts. As for Marty, he 
volunteered to remove all plants himself. Thanks Bill 
and Marty, your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

We have found plants well beyond the areas that we 
placed beetles in years past with their leaves munched. 
Good signs that our beetles are doing the job. We have 
suspended new beetle placement for this year in hopes 
that natural reproduction will give us new critters in 
the future. We will monitor this next year and decide if 
further placement is required. As for the spread, there 
now are two points along Shish shores out from the 
channel that are showing small patches of the plant. 
We have attempted to pull the root stock and will 
continue to monitor these spots. The spread further 
into Gunlock is at bay. We continue to monitor all old 
infestations and pull new outcrops as they appear. 
 

We greatly appreciate it if everyone will keep an eye 
on your shorelands next year. If you see any suspicious 
plant, please let us know as we will be happy to come 
out for inspection. 

https://www.facebook.com/ShishGunlockLakes
mailto:jmprfp@gmail.com
mailto:roecker5@outlook.com


 
Curly Leaf Pondweed – What We’ve Done So Far and Challenges Ahead 

 

In June 2024, Mike Rooney (who was our AIS lead at the time) reported at the SGLA annual meeting that a resi-
dent fisherman on Shish found Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLPW) in Rockwood Bay, just outside of the Lakeland 
Village launch. 
 

CLPW is a submersed aquatic plant native to Eurasia, Africa, and Australia. In some waterbodies, curly-leaf 
pondweed can form extensive mats that impede recreational activities like fishing, boating, and swimming. 
CLPW reproduces via turions (pinecone like seeds) that form in late spring and early summer. While a small 
number of turions may germinate in the fall (and survive under the ice during the winter), the majority of the tur-
ions will germinate the following spring but some can exist for years in the lake bottom substrate. Curly-leaf 
proliferates once water temperatures reach 50⁰F (10⁰C). Here is what CLPW looks like in Rockwood Bay on 
Lake Shish: 

This past spring/summer season, SGLA board members have done the following to learn more about CLPW and 
mitigation efforts:  
 

1. In mid-June, we hired Aquatic Plant Management (APM) to dive and remove CLPW in Rockwood Bay. 
Over 4 days and 21 hours of diving, APM removed 378.5 cubic feet of CLPW. That’s the good news. The bad 
news is that they found the patch 
was nearly 3 acres in size, much 
too large for any dive team to fea-
sibly remove that much plant mate-
rial. The dive team removal cost 
$6,000.  
 

2. On June 30, SGLA hired Matt 
Berg of Endangered Species Re-
sources to perform a shoreline sur-
vey of both Shish and Gunlock to 
determine if CLPW was present in 
any other areas of our lakes. Matt 
documented the overall size and 
areas of the CLPW in Rockwood 
Bay and also found a small patch 
in Moonlight Bay (he removed it, 
but turions may still be present in 
the lakebed). He found no CLPW 
in Gunlock Lake. Matt’s study cost 
$2,281. Matt provided a compre-
hensive report and this map of the 

CLPW locations he found: 



 
 

 

3. In July, SGLA board members attended a Six County Lakes Association meeting at Nicolet College. AIS 
management was part of the agenda, and we learned that several lake associations have been fighting eurasion 
water milfoil for years, spending tens (and sometimes hundreds) of thousands of dollars on herbicides, dive 
harvesting, razor cutting and benthic mats. Sadly, the milfoil is still present in their lakes and many have 
switched to “management’ efforts to control the spread and “live with” the AIS by simply pulling it from around 
their docks, instead of continue widespread elimination efforts. As far as CLPW goes, some lakes with CLPW 
have done nothing other than monitor it. DNR reported that CLPW and other AIS appear to be cross-breeding 
with native plants, making herbicide applications less effective overall. DNR also stated that some lakes appear 
to have reached an “equilibrium” of sorts where the AIS and native plants find a way to co-exist which keeps the 
AIS in check. Having little to no native aquatic plants in areas of a lake makes that area a prime breeding ground 
for non-native AIS to flourish when it has no competition. 
 

4. At the lakes meeting, we personally met several new members of the LDF Tribal AIS team. They are aware of 
the CLPW in Lake Shish, and told us that they also found a small patch near the private launch at Rockwood 
Estates in Shish (this area is within the reservation boundary). As a result of this face-to-face interaction with 
tribal team members, the Tribe extended an invitation to SGLA to meet at their offices. That meeting, to discuss 
possible actions to help control the spread of CLPW in our lakes, took place on August 7 with the DNR 
attending. The Tribe has more people on their AIS team than before and stated they wish to be proactive on 
tackling CLPW although were not specific on how. The DNR stated that early detection grants are available to 
help in early efforts to manage AIS and we (SGLA) would quality for that grant. 
 

SGLA formed a sub-committee of the following members to work on a strategy going forward: Rich Carani, 
Chris Denniston, John Paulson, Jean Payne, Jody Strenz with Scott Jensen providing input on the potential 
impacts to SGLA. The committee is currently looking at various options including applying for an Early AIS 
Detection grant from the WDNR, but a lot hinges upon the Tribe’s intentions as well, and we are currently 
working to set up another meeting with the Tribe this fall. Jurisdictions here are complicated. SGLA hopes to 
work cooperatively with the Tribe to manage CLPW going forward. Much will be determined in the weeks and 
months to come on that subject. 
 

What can you do? Please talk to everyone in your household and your neighbors including any potential spring/
summer guests and encourage them to avoid boating in Rockwood Bay. If they must, then check props and 
anchors before you depart the bay and head to other parts of the lake. The CLPW found in Moonlight Bay and 
the private launch at Rockwood Estates could have been picked up when turions were present on the plant, and 
the plant dropped from a prop, thus managing to leave seeds in the lakebed below. SGLA is looking into having 
signage at various places on our lakes to remind people of the need to avoid Rockwood Bay if possible, and to 
check props etc. before boating elsewhere in the lakes. 
 

We will continue to keep you posted on our efforts as we sort out the best strategies going forward. We have to 
deal with county, WDNR and Tribal Governments on this issue. A cold winter with thick ice and plenty of snow 
cover on the ice to block out the light might help reduce CLPW’s ability to reproduce and grow beneath the ice 
AND it will be be good for snowmobiling so let’s all pray for that! 
 

 

 

The buoys  

on both lakes  
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on October 13  

 

Disclaimer:   
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and pictures  

in this newsletter  

were AI generated  



between the riprap rocks. The advantage of riprap gar-
dens is that the native plants between the rocks filter 
out yard runoff contaminants before they hit the lake. 
As those riprap plants spread, they will naturally fill 
more rock spaces and will creep up the shoreline to 
add more re-enforcement. The second type of garden 
is the upland buffer garden. They typically sit 5 to 10 
feet up from the shoreline in a wide rectangle design. 
As the native plants grow, their deep roots catch con-
taminated yard runoff. Upland gardens become very 
full over time, and the plants will naturally move to 
the shoreline. We installed five upland buffer gardens, 
one riprap garden, and two hybrid riprap and upland 
gardens this year. 
We’re looking forward to adding more buffer gardens 
in 2026 building on our early success. There are al-
ready a few self-funded sites that are currently in early 

phases of preparation for next spring. Also, several of 
our current buffer garden site members are discussing 
enlarging their existing gardens next year! If you are 
interested in learning more about the Buffer Garden 
Project please reach out to Chris Denniston at 
cad4LF@comcast.net or Tracey Lust at 
traceylust140@hotmail.com. Watch for more news 
about expanding the buffer garden initiative in 2026 in 
the winter Newsletter as we improve our shorelines 
one garden at a time!  

2025 SHORELAND BUFFER GARDEN  
PROJECT FALL UPDATE 

 
The collaboration of the SGLA Garden Club and 
Shoreline Protection Committee to plant buffer gar-
dens to improve water quality and shoreline stability 
has been a huge success this year! Our membership’s 
interest in the buffer gardens has been exciting. The 
goal of improving shorelines by installing attractive 
buffer gardens is an easy idea to get behind. Along 
with the shoreland integrity benefits, buffer gardens 
are beautiful, and contain native plants which attract 
bees, butterflies, birds, and more. Once started, these 
gardens are easy to maintain as the native plants self-
seed annually and will fill out and spread with each 
progressive season. 

We currently have eight buffer garden locations with 
four being SGLA funded and four sites as self-funded 
installations. During the spring months the Buffer Gar-
den team designed the gardens, coached homeowners 
on garden site preparation steps, and sourced the na-
tive plants. In mid-June we assisted the homeowners 
with the garden installations. The team has monitored 
the status of the new gardens through multiple site vis-
its over the past 4 months. We’ve collected pictures of 
each garden’s progress and have worked with the 
homeowners about specific questions they have. 
Watching these garden grow has been exciting. You 
can spot the garden locations as you cruise the lakes 
by the green and white yard signs saying ‘SGLA Buff-
er Garden Partner”.   
 

We focused on two types of buffer garden—the riprap 
planted garden and the upland buffer garden. The 
riprap planted gardens have native plants placed in  



2025 Clean Boats Clean Waters Summary  
by Jean Payne 

 

We had another successful year inspecting boats, trailers, jet skis and kayaks and educating boat owners as part of 
SGLA’s “Clean Boats Clean Waters” program at the Gunlock Launch. 
 

Our paid inspector Tom Meisenheimer worked the weekends in June, July and August (even during some rainy 
weather) and the busy 4th of July and Labor Day holidays. We are fortunate to have an enthusiastic and dedicated 

person in Tom and thank you also to his wife Pat, 
who rides her bike over from Shish regularly to 
check on Tom (or maybe to get her exercise, or 
both!). I had the good fortune to pop by the launch a 
few times when both Tom and Pat are there, and it is 
always special to visit with both of them. It is amaz-
ing the nice people you meet and what you can learn 
from anglers and boaters by just spending a few 
hours at the launch on any given day. 

Thanks to the fact that Tom has never met a 
stranger, while at an event in Lake Tomahawk he 
met a young man (Jeremy Fredricks) who was a 
summer intern at Channel 12 in Rhinelander. Jere-
my could not turn down Tom’s invitation to film a 
segment on SGLA’s boat inspection program, and 
while he was there Tom also told him about our 4th 
of July Gunlock Boat Parade tradition. As a result 
we had two stories from Gunlock Lake on Channel 
12 this summer! Having met Jeremy myself, I think 
we made a lasting and incredibly positive impres-
sion on him. He was such a professional (and cute) 
young man, so I won’t be surprised if Jeremy lands 
at a major news station in the future! Here’s a link 
to the story featuring our launch and Tom: Prevent-
ing the spread of invasive species | News |wjfw.com 
 

I want to wrap things up by thanking the following volunteers who inspected at the launch on weekdays to keep 

our program going strong and to ensure that we met the volunteer hour requirement for the DNR grant. Those 

with an * by their name put in lots of hours—we are especially thankful for them. 
 

Tracy Buchman 
Rich Carani 

Chris Denniston 
Dave & Lauralee Egli 

Bob Hebein 
Pat Hayes* 

Betsy & Jeff Hoffman 
Doug Holle* 

Marty Krebs (Marty kept the launch cabinet and Tom’s area nicely trimmed) 
Paula Lundberg* 

Rae & Jean Payne* 
Tom Meisenheimer – yes he volunteered hours too 

Crystal Roecker* 
Bob Schmidman 

Jim Stopka*. 
 

I have successfully submitted all the launch worksheets to the Wisconsin DNR and we look forward to having 
our grant renewed again in 2026. 



 

NoOne Throws a Better on Ice Picnic than SGLA 

A Pair of Loons on Gunlock with Chicks 

A  Perfect Day to End the Season 

Also a Summer Picnic 




