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PUBLIC NOTICE
Wake Boat Ban

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 13, 2024
Contact: Celeste Hockings, NR Director 715-588-4160

The intent of this public notice is to inform the Lac du Flambeau Community in regards to the Wake
Boat Ban emergency rule.

Tribal Council as of April 22nd 2024, enacted an emergency rule to ban any operation of a wake boat
within the exterior boundaries of Lac du Flambeau Reservation (Res#122(24)). Any violation of this

g rule shall itute a Class A Forfei punishable as set forth in Sections 20.908-20.210
of the Tribal Code of Ordinances.

The Tribal Natural Resource Department (TNR), on behalf of the Tribal Council, has the

ponsibility to provide for the p ion and 2 of natural within the
boundaries of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation. We, TNR, takes this responsibility serious and take
actions that will help keep natural resource impacts from human activities to the minimum.

In recent years, there has been an increase in boating traffic, that puts more pressure on our natural
There are problems that are arising from this increase such as:

Shoreline erosion being accelerated by the utilization of boats.

Higher probability of Aquatic Invasive Species (A1S) spreading

User conflicts

Impacts to fish habitat, aquatic plant, water quality

Lately, wake boats, boats that create large waves for wake surfing, wakeboarding and other
P are t ing a big for the Tribe has they amplify those concerns.
The impacts that we are seeing are:
*  Create bigger waves than other recreational boats via a ballast to take in water from the
waterbody
* Increased shoreline erosion
* Increase chances of AIS spread via ballast
« Impacting the lake bed, which will decrease the water clarity, decrease plant abundances and
have an impact to fish habitat and spawning areas.
«  Creating user conflicts, ing unsafe conditi
*  Flooding loon nests

* Increased wave energy that creates more erosion to shorelines

for paddlers and other lake users.

* Uproot Wild rice during key life stages

In order to protect the Natural Resources, Tribal Council as of April 22nd 2024, enacted an emergency
rule to ban any operation of a wake boat within the exterior boundaries of Lac du Flamb

Reservation (Res#122(24)). Any violation of this emergency rule shall constitute a Class A Forfeiture,
punishable as set forth in Sections 20.908-20.210 of the Tribal Code of Ordinances.
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