SGLA SHORELAND BUFFER GARDEN PROJECT UPDATE

The collaboration of the SGLA Garden Club and Shoreline Protection Committee to plant buffer gardens
to improve water quality and shoreline stability has been a huge success this year! Our membership’s
interest in the buffer gardens has been exciting. The goal of improving shorelines by installing attractive
buffer gardens is an easy idea to get behind. Along with the shoreland integrity benefits, buffer gardens
are beautiful, and contain native plants which attract bees, butterflies, birds, and more. Once started,
these gardens are easy to maintain as the native plants self-seed annually and will fill out and spread
with each progressive season.

We currently have eight buffer garden locations with four being SGLA funded and four sites as self-funded
installations. During the spring months the Buffer Garden team designed the gardens, coached
homeowners on garden site preparation steps, and sourced the native plants. In mid-June we assisted
the homeowners with the garden installations. The team has monitored the status of the new gardens
through multiple site visits over the past 4 months. We’ve collected pictures of each garden’s progress
and have worked with the homeowners about specific questions they have. Watching these garden grow
has been exciting. You can spot the garden locations as you cruise the lakes by the green and white yard
signs saying ‘SGLA Buffer Garden Partner”.

We focused on two types of buffer garden—the riprap planted garden and the upland buffer garden. The
riprap planted gardens have native plants placed in between the riprap rocks. The advantage of riprap
gardens is that the native plants between the rocks filter out yard runoff contaminants before they hit the
lake. As those riprap plants spread, they will naturally fill more rock spaces and will creep up the
shoreline to add more re-enforcement. The second type of garden is the upland buffer garden. They
typically sit 5 to 10 feet up from the shoreline in a wide rectangle design. As the native plants grow, their
deep roots catch contaminated yard runoff. Upland gardens become very full over time, and the plants
will naturally move to the shoreline. We installed five upland buffer gardens, one riprap garden, and two
hybrid riprap and upland gardens this year.

We’re looking forward to adding more buffer gardens in 2026 building on our early success. There are
already a few self-funded sites that are currently in early phases of preparation for next spring. Also,
several of our current buffer garden site members are discussing enlarging their existing gardens next
year! If you are interested in learning more about the Buffer Garden Project please reach out to Chris
Denniston at cad4LF@comcast.net or Tracey Lust at traceylust140@hotmail.com. Watch for more news

about expanding the buffer garden initiative in 2026 in the winter Newsletter as we improve our shorelines
one garden at a time!



